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A BILL (with the Amendments) 70 

Amend and render more E Hectual 

the Laws in Being for the Preſer- 
vation of the public Roads. 
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N. B. We Amendments and Inſertions are printed in Italick, between 


Brackets; thus L]; The Clauſe and Words omitted, in Black 


Letter, between Brackets. 
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Vp yes Oberrat it hath been FI by Experience, 


that the Laws heretofore made for the Pre- 

& ſervation of the publick Roads have not an- 
ST ſ{wered the Intention thereof; and that, not- 
withſtanding many Acts of Parliament have, 
| from time to time, been made for Repair of 
ER 132 Sums of Money have been borrowed upon 
the Tolls granted by ſeveral of the ſaid Acts, near to the 
whole Amount of what the ſaid Tolls are computed to pro- 


duce, and have been expended in the Repair of ſuch Roads, 


according to the Directions of the ſaid ſeveral Acts; yet the 
faid Roads are, in a ſhort time, broke up, . torn and deſtroyel 


by de, Caravans and Carts 3 thereon with ex- 
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ceſſive Weights ; and the completing ſuch Repairs. is thereby 
rendered impracticable : 


And whereas it is neceſſary, the better to preſerve the 
Publick Roads within that Part of Great Britain called Eng- 
land, that a more effectual Proviſion ſhould be made for limit- 
ing the Weights of Waggons, Caravans and Carts pafling on 
any [ Turnpike ] Roads, which now are, or ſhall hereafter 
be repaired by any Act or Acts of Parliament made, or to be 


made, for that kak ; * it therefoze Enacted, 


By the King's 122 Eckel M. A 47 ESTY, 


By and wich che Advice a Conſent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this preſent Parliament af. 
ſembled, and the Authority of the fame, That, from and after 


the eb -ninth ] Day of [ September, One thouſand Seven Z 


hundred and Forty-five,) no Waggon or. Caravan, paſſing 
on any publick ¶ Turnpike ] Road, which now is, or ſhall 
hereafter be, repaired by Act or Acts of Parliament made, 
or to be made, for that Purpoſe, ſhall be drawn with 
more Horſes than [ Four J, either in Length; Pairs, or Side- 
ways; and no Cart paſling on ſuch. Road: ſhall be drawn 
with more Horſes than | Three]; any Law to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding : And if, after the faid | Twenty-ninth ] 


Day of ¶ September,] any Waggon or Caravan ſhall paſs on any 


ſuch Road, drawn by more Horſes than | Four], or if any 
Cart ſhall 10 paſs, drawn by more Horſes than | Three], all 
and every Horſe or Horſes drawing in fuch Waggon, Caravan 
or Cart, above the ſaid Numbers reſpectively, ſhall be, and is 
and are hereby declared to be [ forfeited ], together with all 
Geers, Bridles, Halters, Harneſs, and Acooutretiints * And 
the Collector or Collectors of Toll at every Turnpike ſhall, and 
is and are hereby impowered and required, within the Time, 
and in Manner herein after directed, to ſeize any one or more 
of Call] the Horſes drawing i in any Waggon or Caravan above 
[ Pour} 1 in Number, or in any Cart above [Three] in Number, 

together 
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together with the Geers, Bridles, Halters, Harneſs, and Accou- 
trements. 


And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That, from and after the ſaid [Twenty-ninth] Day of | Septem- 
ber], any other Perſon or Perſons, as well as the ſaid Collector 
or Collectors of Toll, may and are hereby impowered to ſeize, 
within the Time, and in the Manner herein after directed, 
[any] one or more of fall] the Horſes drawing in any Waggon 
or Caravan, above [ Four] in Number, or in any Cart above 
[Three] in Number, upon any ¶ Turnpike] Road repaired, or 
to be repaired, as aforefaid; together with all Geers, Bridles, 
Halters, Harneſs, and Accoutrements, 
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And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That, from and after the ſaid [Twenty-ninth] Day of [Sep- 
tember], any | Five] or more of the reſpective Truſtees ap- 
pointed, or hereafter to be appointed, to put in Execution any 
Act or Acts of Parliament for Repair of any Road or Roads, 
ſhall, and they are hereby required, at ſome convenient Place 

on the Roads compriſed within each ſuch reſpective Act or 
Acts, to cauſe to be erected any Crane, Machine or Engine, 
which they ſhall judge proper, for the weighing Waggons, 
Caravans or Carts laden with any Goods or Merchandize what- 
ſoever ; and, by Writing under their Hands, to order the Col- 
lector or Collectors of the Toll, or ſome other Perſon to be 
by them appointed for that Purpoſe, to weigh all and every or 
any ſuch Waggons, Caravans or Carts, together with the 
R Loading thereof; and to demand and take, over and above the 
Tolls payable in purſuance of ſuch Act or Acts, the Sum of 
[Twenty Shillings] for every Hundred Weight, which ſuch 
Waggon, Caravan or Cart, together with the Loading thereof, 
ſhall weigh, over and above [Sixty Hundred]: All and every 


of which Sums ſhall be applied to the Repair of the Road 
where the ſame ſhall be received. | 
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Pꝛovided, and be it further Enatted, by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That if the Truſtees appointed, or hereafter to be 
appointed, to put in Execution any Act or Acts of Parliament 
for the Repair of any Road or Roads, ſhall not, within [Six] 


Months after the ſaid [T. wenty-ninth] Day of [September], eret' © 


ſuch Crane, Machine or Engine, as aforeſaid, purſuant to the Di- 


rection of this Act, in ſuch Caſe, the Juſtices of the Peace, at So 
their next General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace for the County 


or Place where ſuch Road lies, ſhall and they are hereby autho- 
rized to cauſe ſuch Crane, Machine or Engine to be erected, 


and, by Order of Seſſion, to direct the Treaſurer or Receiver | A 
of the Tolls collected upon the ſaid Road, out of the Monies . 5 
ariſing from the ſaid Tolls, to defray the Expence thereof; 


which Order the ſaid Treaſurer is hereby required to obey. 


Pꝛovided nevertheleſs, That, where the Expence of 
erecting ſuch Crane, Machine or Engine may be too great a 
Charge upon the Tolls collected upon Roads where heavy Car- 
riages do not frequently paſs, then and in ſuch Caſe, upon Ap- 
plication made [to] | for] that Purpoſe by the Truſtees ap- 
pointed to put in Execution the Act or Acts for repairing ſuch 
Road, the Juſtices of the Peace, at their General Quarter Seſ- 
ſions, may, if they think proper, after due Inquiry made 
concerning the Grounds of ſuch Application, order the Erect- 
ing of ſuch Crane, Machine or Engine, to be diſpenſed with, 


And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That if the Collector or Collectors of the Toll at any Turnpike 

erected, or to be erected, purſuant to Act of Parliament, ſhall 
neglect to ſeize [One 02 more of all the Hoꝛſes] [every 
Hecrſe)] drawing in any Waggon or Caravan, above [| Four] in 
Number, or in any Cart, above [Three] in Number ; or if 
the ſaid Collector or Collectors, or other Perſon or Perſons 


ſo appointed as aforeſaid, ſhall, after ſuch Crane, Machine or 


Engine is erected, neglect to weigh any Waggon, Caravan 
or Cart, directed by ſuch Order to be weighed, as aforeſaid; 


and 
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and due Proof be made thereof, upon Oath, before any one 
or more Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace for the County, Town 
or Place, where the Offence ſhall happen; ſuch Collector or 
Collectors, or Perſon or Perſons aforeſaid, ſhall [be adjudged 


to forfeit Five Pounds, to be levied and recovered, as any other 
Penalty by this Act is to be levied and recovered; and to be 
applied towards the Repair of the Highways of the Place where 
uch Penalty ſhall ariſe: And ſhall alſo forfeit his or their 
Office or Offices, and ſhall be deemed incapable of being reſtored 
thereto, or of being employed by the Truſtees in any Office what- 
ſoever relating to the ſaid Road, And the Truſtees, who have 
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the Nomination and Appointment of ſuch Collector or Collectors, g 
Perſon or Perſons, as aforeſaid, ſhall and are hereby required, | 
FX upon Certificate of ſuch Conviction, under the Hand of the ſaid N 
IF Fuſtice or Juſtices (which the ſaid Juſtice or Juſtices are hereby 1 
| | required to tranſmit to the ſaid Truſtees), to appoint another | 
Perſon or Perſons in the Place of ſuch Collector or Collectors, i 
. or Perſons employed, as aforeſaid J. | | 
1 And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, j 
T That all and every Collector or Collectors, or Perſon or Per- q 
ſons, making ſuch Seizure, as aforeſaid, ſhall deliver the ſame ; 
into the Cuſtody of the Conſtable, or ſome Pariſh Officer of i, 
the ſame Town or Pariſh, or the next adjacent Town or 1 
Pariſh, where ſuch Seizure is made; who is hereby required ; 
to receive and keep the ſame, till ſuch Collector or Collectors, | 
or Perſon or Perſons, ſhall make Proof upon Oath before ſome fi 


* 


+ 5 n 
& n 


Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace, of the Offence committed: 
And the ſaid Juſtice or Juſtices, before whom ſuch Proof is 
made, is and are hereby required to iſſue his or their Precept 
to ſuch Conſtable or Pariſh Officer immediately, to deliver the 
Horſe or Horſes, Geers, Bridles, Halters, Harneſs, and Ac- 
coutrements, ſo adjudged to be [ forfeited], to the Party or 
Parties who ſeized the fame, to be applied and diſpoſed of in 
the manner herein after directed; paying ſuch reaſonable 

| | 8 Charge 


- 


„4 
Charge for keeping and ſecuring the lane, as the ſaid Juſtice 
or Juſtices ſhall allow and direct. 


[And be it further Enacted, by the Autho:ty afoze- 
ſaid, That in all Caſes where any Yozſe o2 Yozſes, 
Geers, Bꝛidles, Halters, Yarneſs, and Accoutrements, 
is and are liable to be foꝛfeited fo2 any Offence con- 
trary to this Att, the ſame may be recovered, upon due 
P2oof made of ſuch Offence, upon Oath, within the 
Space of Thꝛee Days next after ſuch Offence, bekoꝛe 
any one oꝛ moꝛe Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace of the 
County, City, Liberty, oꝛ Diviſion, where fuch Offence 
chall be committed, oꝛ where fuch Offender o2 Offen- 
ders ſhall happen to be oz reſide : And the ſaid Yozſe ve 
Pozſes, Geers, Bꝛidles, Halters, Yarneſs, and Accou- 
trements, ſhall, foz the Space of Thꝛee Days next 
after ſuch Offence, be and remain ſubject and tiable to 
ſuch Seizure. as they would oꝛ might have been, had 
they been ſeized in the Fatt, during the Commiſſion 
of ſuch Dffence. ] | | | 


And be it further Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That if any Perſon or Perſons ſhall obſtrut or hinder, or 
ſhall, with Force or otherwiſe, attempt to hinder, any Col- 
lector or Collectors of Toll, or other Perſon or Perſons, from 
ſeizing, detaining, or carrying away any Horſe or Horſes, 
Geers, Bridles, Halters, Harneſs, and Accoutrements, in any 
Caſe where he or they may ſeize, detain, or carry away the 
ſame, or are hereby required fo to do; or ſhall forcibly, or 
otherwiſe, obſtruct or hinder, or attempt to obſtruct or hinder, 
the weighing of any Waggon, Caravan or Cart, as aforeſaid, or 
the ſeizing, detaining, or carrying away any Diſtreſs, taken 
for Default of Payment of [ the Sum of Twenty Shillings] for 
every Hundred Weight above [Sixty Hundred], or ſhall reſcue, 
or attempt to reſcue, any Diſtreſs ſeized in any of the Caſes 

aforc- 


75-1] 


aforeſaid, or uſe any Violence to any Perſon or Perſons con- 
cerned in ſuch Seizure, Weighing or Diſtreſs; every ſuch 
perſon ſhall, upon Proof thereof made, upon Oath, by one 
* credible Witneſs, before a Juſtice of the Peace of the County 

or Place, where ſuch Offence ſhall be committed, or where 
ſuch Offender ſhall dwell, [be ſent to the common Gaol or Houſe 
of Correction of ſuch County or Place, there to remain for the 
Space of Three Months, and ſhall alſo forfeit the Sum of Ten 
Pounds, One Moiety thereof to be paid to the Informer, and the 
other Moiety to be applied towards the Repair of the Highways 
of the Place where ſuch Penalty ſhall ariſe; which Penalty ſhall 
be levied on the Goods of ſuch Perſon ſo offending, as aforeſaid, 
by Warrant from ſuch Fuſtice: And if the Penalty be not paid 
in Three Days after Diſtreſs made, the Perſon, who ſhall be 
authorized by the ſaid Warrant to make fuch Diſtreſs, may ſell 
the Goods diſtrained, and detain, out of the Money ariſing from 
ſuch Sale, the ſaid Penalty of Ten Pounds, returning the Over- 
plus, if any, to the Owner of the ſaid Goods.) 


And be it Enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That in 
all Caſes where any Horſe, Horſes, Geers, Bridles, Halters, 
Harneſs, and Accoutrements, ſhall. be ſeized by any Collector 
or Collectors of Tolls, and ſhall be [ forfeited ] in purſuance 
of this Act, the Truſtees appointed, or to be appointed, to put 
in Execution any Act or Acts of Parliament made for the 
Repair of any ¶ Turnpike] Road, where ſuch Offence ſhall be 
committed, ſhall, and they, or any Five] of them, are 
hereby required, as ſoon as they conveniently can, to ſell the 
ſaid Horſe, Horſes, Geers, Bridles, Halters, Harneſs, and Ac- 

coutrements; and out of the Money ariſing by ſuch Sale, after 
Deduction of all reaſonable Charges, to pay [One Morety] 
thereof to the ſaid Collector or Collectors, and to apply [the 
other ws, to the Repair of the ſaid Road: And where any 
ſuch Seizure, made by any other Perſon or Perſons, ſhall be 
LVorfated] as aforeſaid, the ſame ſhall, after Deduction of 


ſuch 


Be 
ſuch Allowance as is before-mentioned, be applied whally tg 
the Uſe of the Perſon or Perſons who made the ſaid Seizure. 


And to the end that Offenders againſt this Act may the 
more eaſily be diſcovered ; Be tt Enatted, by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That upon every Waggon, Caravan, or Cart, [which 
hall carry any Goods oz Merchandize whatſoever] [ /-- 
longing to any common Carrier or Carriers travelling] for Hire, 
[upon any ſuch Turnpike-Road as aforeſaid}, the Name and 
Place of Abode of [all and every] the Owner or Owners of 
ſuch Waggon, Caravan, or Cart, ſhall, upon the Cover, or 
ſome other conſpicuous Part of the Outſide thereof, be wrote in 
Words at Length, upon Pain of the Forfeiture of [One Shilling 
at every Turnpike through which ſuch Waggon, Caravan, or 
Cart, ſhall paſs], by the Owner or Owners of ſuch Waggon, 
Caravan, or Cart, who ſhall omit to do the ſame; the ſaid 
[ Forfeiture] to be [levied and] recovered in the ſame manner as 


any [other Penalty oꝛ Sum of Money is recoverable 


by this Act,] [ Tl may be levied and recovered by any Act or ; 


Acts of Parliament, by which ſuch Toll is granted; | and to be 
applied to the [Uſe of the Jnfozmer] [ /ame U/zs.] 


P2ovided always, That nothing in this Act contained ſhall 
extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to Waggons or other Car- 
riages employed about Huſbandry, or carrying Coals, Hay, 
Straw, or Corn unthreſhed, Lime, Chalk, or any Block of 
Stone or Marble, or any Tree or Piece of Timber, or to Artil- 
lery for his Majeſty's Service, or to the Caravans or covered Car- 
riages of Noblemen and Gentlemen for their private Uſe. 


And be it further Enatted, by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That if any Action or Suit ſhall, at any time or times hereafter, 
be commenced or brought againſt any Perſon or Perſons what- 
ſoever, for any Matter or Thing which he, ſhe or they ſhall 
do, or cauſe to be done, by virtue or in purſuance of this Act, 
that, in ſuch Caſe, the Defendant or Defendants may plead 


the 
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the General Iſſue, and give this Act, and the ſpecial Matter, in 
Evidence, at any Trial or Trials to be hereafter had in ſuch 
Action or Suit: And if the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, in any ſuch 
Action or Suit, ſhall Diſcontinue ſuch Action or Suit, or be- 
come Nonſuit; or if Judgment ſhall be given againſt ſach 
Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, the Defendant or Defendants, in every 
ſuch Action or Suit, ſhall recover his or their [ Treble] Coſts. 


[And be it further Enacted, Tat all and every Perſon 
and Perſons, who ſhall offend againſt this Af, ſhall, for every 
ſuch Offence, being thereof convicted, upon Oath, within the 
Space of Three Days next after ſuchOffence, before auy one or more 
Fuſtice or Fuſtices of the Peace of the County, City, Liberty, or 
Diviſion, where ſuch Offence ſhall be committed, or where ſuch 


Offender or Offenders ſhall happen to be or refide, be ſubject and 
liable to the Penalties and Forfeitures herein contained; and 


his and their Horſe or Horſes, with the Geers, Bridles, Halters, 
and Accoutrements, ſhall, for the Space of Three Days next 


after ſuch Offence, be and remain ſubject and liable to fuch Sei- 
zures, for the Uſe and Benefit of ſuch Perſon and Perſons, as 
they would or might have been, had they been ſeized in the Fact, 


during the Commiſſion of ſuch Offence. ] | 


B [Pzovided nevertheleſs, and be it Enacted, 5) the A. 


thority aforeſaid, That it fhall and may be lawful for the Fu- 
ſtices of the Peace, at their reſpectius General Quarter Seſſions 
within their reſpective Diſtricts, by Writing, to Itcenſe any 
Waggon or Cart to be drawn with one or more Horſes above the. 


Number before limited by this Act, in any Road above the Di- 


ſtance of Thirty meaſured Miles from the Cities of London and 


Weſtminſter, /o as the whole Number of Horſes, <ohich ſhall at 


any time draw in a Waggon, ſhall not exceed Six, nor in a Cart 
Four; any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithſtand- 


ing: Which Licence the Driver of ſuch Waggon or Cart pro- 


ducing at every Turnpike through which the ſame ſhall paſs, 


ſuch Horſe or Horſes ſhall not be liable to be ſeized purſuant to 
mis Ad.] | | | e 
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[Pzovided always, and it is hereby Enatted, Ta: 
nothing in this Af contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to 


extend, to that Part of the Roads leading from the Red Lion 
Inn, in the Pariſh of Egham, in the County of Surrey, 70 the 
Town of Baſingſtoke, in the County of Southampton ; and from 
the Turnpike-Gate in the Pariſh of Hartley-Wintney, to the 
Town of Odiham, in the ſaid * 5 


D (and whereas 1 an Act paſſed in the Third Year of the 


Reign of King William and Queen Mary (intituled, An Act 


for the better Repairing and Amending the Highways, and for 
Settling the Rates of Carriages of Goods), the Fuſtices of the 


Peace, at their next reſpective General or Quarter Seſſions, 
were required to aſſeſs and rate the Prices of all Land- Carriage 


of Goods whatſoever, to be brought into any Place or Places 
within their reſpective Limits and Juriſdictions by any common 


Waggoner or Carrier: And whereas the ſaid Proviſion 
has been found, by Experience, ineffeffual for the good Pur- 
poſes thereby intended; Be it therefozz Enatted, by ble 
Authority aforeſaid, That, from and after the ſaid Twenty- 
ninth Day of September, the Fuſtices of Peace of every County 
and other Place within the Realm of England, or - Dominion 


of Wales, ſhall . have, Power and Authority, and are hereby 
enjoined and required, at their next reſpective Quarter or 


General-Seſſions after Eaſter - day yearly, to aſſeſ and rate the 
Prices of all Land- Carriage of Goods whatſoever, not only 
to be brought into any Place or Places within their re- 
Pective Limits and Juriſdiftions by any common Waggoner or 
Carrier, but alſo at the ſame time to aſſeſs and rate the Prices 
of all Land-Carriage of Goods whatſoever to be carried from any 
Place or Places within their reſpettive Limits and Furiſdictions, 


to any Place or Places within the Bills of Mortality; and the 
Rates and Aſſeſſments, ſo made, to certify to the ſeveral Mayors 


and other chief Officers of each reſpecti ve Market. Town within 
the Lin and Furiſdictions of fuch Fuſtices of the Peace, to be 


bung 
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11 
ung up in ſome publick Place in every ſuch Market-Town, to 
which all Perſons may reſort for their Information : And the 
ſaid Juſtices are hereby further injoined and required forthwith 
to order the Clerk of the Peace to ſend, within Fourteen Days 
next after the ſaid Seſſions, the Rates and Aſſeſſments aforeſaid 
to the Printer of the London Gazette; who is hereby required to 
receive and inſert the ſame gratis in the London Gazette, as ſoon 
as may be after the Receipt of the ſame : And that no ſuch com- 
mon Waggoner or Carrier ſhall take for Carriage of ſuch Goods 
or Merchandizes above the Rates and Prices ſo ſet, upon Pain 
to forfeit, for every ſuch Offence, the Sum of Five Pounds, to be 
levied by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Offender's Goods, by Warrant 
5 of any Two Juſtices of the Peace where ſuch Offence ſhall be com- 
EL mitted, or where ſuch Waggoner or Carrier * reſide, to the 
= Ve of the Party grieved. | 
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E FE [Pzovided always, and be it Enacted, ) the Authority 
| aforeſaid, That nothing in this Act contained ſhall extend, or be 
conſtrued to extend, to any Waggons or other Carriages having 
Wheels bound with Streaks or Tire of the Breadth of Eight 


Inches at leaſt when worn, and not ſet on with roſe-headed Nails. 
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